
NATURAL ART
 

Experimenting colours from different
flowers, grasses and leaves.
Experimenting with creating different
shapes and patterns on fabric.
Sketches of ideas and sample fabrics
with your pattern and colour ideas.
A final piece of fabric with your chosen
pattern (which could be sewn and
stuffed to create a sofa cushion).

White fabric (an old pillow case will do)
Fresh petals, leaves or grass
A mallet
Metal nuts, metal bottle caps or other
sturdy objects
Pencils and paper/sketchbook

ART DESIGN BRIEF

Create a fabric design for a sofa cushion
using natural pigments.
Your project should include the following:

 
You will need:

 
Bashing Technique
To create patterns on the fabric, you will
need to cut a piece of fabric to the size you
want it to be.  Collect fresh plants e.g.
grass and place it onto one side of the
fabric.  Fold the fabric over and tape down
to a firm surface.  Place the sturdy objects
onto the fabric in the pattern of your
choice.  Hit the objects with the mallet. 
 The natural objects will release a pigment
and stain your fabric where the sturdy
objects were.
 
 

ART AND DESIGN PROCESS

 
1. Begin by collecting the materials that you
need.  Remember to only collect the
amount of fresh plants that you need -

when you need them.  Experiment with the
plants to see what colour stains they leave
on the fabric.  You could do this with small
squares of material and tape them into a
sketch book with labels to remind yourself
which plants you have used.

 

2.  Next, experiment with creating different
shapes and patterns.  You could try to make
pictures using the objects.  What happens if
you use one colour then another colour? 

 Can you create a more intricate pattern or
picture?  Again, these can be taped into
your sketchbook with annotations.
 

3. Once you have experimented, it is time to
sketch some ideas of what you want your
final piece to look like.  Try out some of
these ideas on scraps of fabric.  Which
worked best?  How might you need to
change your design?  Which looks most
effective?

 

4.  Now create your final design.  Once you
have completed it, let the pigment dry into
the fabric.  You can now make this into a
sofa cushion if you wish or your can frame
your design. 

 

5.  If you choose to turn it into a cushion,

you could use a coloured fabric for the back
of the cushion or you could create another
piece using the bashing technique.

 

6.  If you enjoy making one cushion, why
not try making a range to accessorise a
room!
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