
INFORMATION
FOR PARENTS
 
Changing the activity for different ages or
abilities.
Using a Euler diagram is good to help pre-school

children to distinguish between colours and shapes.  It

is also a good way to begin to introduce vocabulary and

help your child to develop their reasoning - for example,

if you ask your child why they put a particular object in

a hoop they may respond "because it is red".  You can

have more than 2 hoops in a Euler diagram however it

is best to start with 2 and then add more once your

child is confident with sorting this way.

 

Key Stage 1 children will begin to understand that

objects often share properties.  At this stage, you can

introduce the Venn diagram using the activity opposite.  

This can be used as a stand alone lesson around Venn

diagrams or, once your child is familiar with a Venn

diagram, it can be used to explore properties of

different objects, shapes etc.

 

For Key Stage 2 and older, you could set up a Venn

diagram and give them a range of objects.  Allow them

to come up with the categories for sorting.  Ask them to

explain their reasoning - were there any objects that

didn't fit into their categories?  Explain that in this

situation, they can add an extra hoop or circle to create

a new category.  You can also introduce a Venn

diagram with 3 overlapping hoops.  Can they find an

object that fits into all 3 categories/hoops?

 

This activity can be used in Science to learn about the

properties of materials.

 

Vocabulary
Euler diagram, Venn diagram, sorting,

overlapping, categories, shape, size, colour,

texture, taste, properties.

 

SORTING
DIAGRAMS

2 hula hoops or masking tape
objects to sort (these can be everyday
objects)
paper
pencil/pen

Place the hoops, or tape two circles, separately onto
the floor.  Using the paper and pen, label the hoops
with the types of objects you want your child to sort
e.g. objects that have red on them in one hoop and
objects that have yellow on them in another hoop. 
 Explain that this is a Euler diagram as the two hoops
are spearate.
Ask your child to find objects to put in the hoops. 
 Give your child an object that meets both criteria and
discuss where it would go.  Explain that to make a
Venn diagram, you have to overlap the hoops to
create a space where the object can go. 
 Demonstrate and point out that it is now in both
hoops.
Challenge your child to think of different properties of
objects that you can sort into a Venn or Euler
diagram.

shapes e.g. types of triangle
colour e.g. purple objects and pink objects
size e.g. 0-10cm and 10-20cm
texture e.g. smooth and rough
taste  e.g. sweet and savoury

You will need:

 

 
Activity
1.

2.

3.

     Some exmples are:

 

FUN AND
EASY

ACTIVITIES
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